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January 25  Reason and Report: The Urdu Histories of the  
Enchantment of Bakawali, 1876–1895  
Pasha M. Khan, McGill University

February 15  Middle East Studies in a Post-Fact World:  
How Academic Voices Can be Heard in Babel   
Shafique N. Virani, University of Toronto

February 22  Reading the Encyclopedia: Translating Shihab al-Din al-Nuwayri’s  
Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition 
Elias Muhanna, Brown University 
Co-sponsored by the Department of Comparative Literature and  
the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations

March 8  Astrology and History in Early Islam 
Antoine Borrut, University of Maryland and Institute for Advanced Study

March 29  From Manuscripts to Arabic Types:  
Printing the Qur’an in 16th and 17th-Centuries Europe 
Roberto Tottoli, Università degli Studi di Napoli L’Orientale and 
Institute for Advanced Study

April 12  How Revolutionary Were the ‘Abbāsids? The Experience of Jurists  
Under the Old and New Regimes 
Steven Judd, Connecticut State University 

April 19  Survivors into Minorities: Armenians in Post-Genocide Turkey 
Lerna Ekmekçioğlu, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

April 26  The Intersection of Politics and Religion in the Thought  
of the Almohad Mahdi Ibn Tumart (d. 1130) 
Jonas Elbousty, Yale University
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