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February 4  Saving the Phenomena in Later Islamic Thought: 
Fakhr al-Din al-Razi’s Alternative to Aristotelian Science  
Bilal Ibrahim, University of California-Berkeley

February 18  Production and Transmission of Knowledge in the Islamic Civilization:  
The World of Image from the Middle Ages until Today  
Eric van Lit, Yale University

March 4  Domestic Actors and Foreign Policy in Authoritarian Settings:  
The Cases of Egypt and Saudi Arabia 
Yasmine Farouk, Yale University and Cairo University

March 25  Of Calorie and Conflict: Food Scarcity and Famine  
in Nineteenth-Century Iran 
Ranin Kazemi, Yale University and Kansas State University

April 1  The Practical Manifestations of Qiwama (“Male Guardianship”) 
in the Lives of Egyptian Women  
Hania Sholkamy, Yale University and American University in Cairo

April 8  On Jihad, Madrasas, and Child Marriage: Unpicking the Clash 
of Civilizations Myth with an Islamic Scholar  
Carla Power, Journalist and Author

April 22  America’s Oil Wars: Energy and Violence in the Middle East 
Toby C. Jones, Rutgers University
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