
Conference To Explore How Social, 
Economic and Political Transformations 
Affect Governance in Africa and the 
Middle East
 
On January 30-31, 2009, The Council on Middle 
East Studies will host a conference, “Rethinking 
Development: Societal Transformations and the 
Challenges of Governance,” at Yale University. 
It will take place at the MacMillan Center, 34 
Hillhouse Avenue, and is free and open to the 
public. 
 
According to the conference organizers: “This 
conference will explore how ongoing social, 
economic and political transformations affect 
governance in Africa and the Middle East. 
Processes of globalization, combined with the 
changing international context in the post-Cold 

War era, have brought increasing privatization, shifts from agriculture to industry and service 
sectors, but also growing gaps between the rich and the poor, and deteriorating social safety nets. 
There have also been enormous changes in social conditions, with urbanization and growth in 
literacy, and yet high levels of inequality and a declining quality of education and health care. 
Finally, political institutions have also been reshaped, with the implementation of multiparty 
elections, increased attention to rule of law, and processes of democratization and liberalization, 
all overlaying and interacting with kinship/ethnicity, clientelism, and other informal structures 
to channel political power. The aim is to map out how changes have transformed societies and 
state-society relations, to elucidate how these affect governance, and to reconsider the nature of 
development programs.”  
 
View panels and participants

http://www.yale.edu/macmillan/cmes/rethinking_development.html
http://www.yale.edu/macmillan/cmes/RD_poster.html

